Jeff Kurz

Why do you want to serve on
City Council?

| want to continue to serve as a
member of City Council because
we are making great progress in
our goal to revitalize our com-
munity, repair our aging infra-
structure, and attract appropri-
ate economic development that enhances our tax
base and allows us to provide the very best in city
services without raising income taxes. We have
much more work to do and I'm asking the voters of
Upper Arlington to return me to Council to continue
this work on their behalf.

What qualifications do you bring to the position?

In addition to my 4 years as a member of Council,
including 2 years as Council Vice-President, | con-
tinue to bring my experience as a CPA and member
of the business community to the financial oversight
of our residents’ tax dollars, and the knowledge of
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Frank Ciotola

Why do you want to serve on
City Council?

New and innovative methods of
financing the city of Upper Arling-
ton must be found in order for cur
city to flourish. | have a strong
business background and | feel
this knowledge can be of great value to the city of
Upper Arlington. It is time for me to give something
back to the city | have known and loved for so many
years. Working on City Council offers me the oppor-
tunity to do just that and to help ensure the city’s
growth for years to come.

What qualifications do you bring to the position?

As a graduate of The Ohio State University, | have
owned a business in the City of Upper Arlington for
over twenty-three years. While living in Upper Ar-
lington for the past twenty-nine years I have been a
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ten year board member and State Chairman of Na-
tional Federation of independent Businesses (NFIB).
| was the Ohio Recipient of NFIB Ohic Champion of
Small Business Award and NFIB Midwest Region
Champion.of Small Business Award. In addition, |
am a member and supporter of the Upper Arlington
Civic Association and the Upper Arlington Area
Chamber of Commerce.

What is your vision for the city in the next 3to 5
years?

In order for our city to prosper we must increase our
commercial tax base so we can ease the burden on
the citizens of Upper Arlington. However, this must
be accomplished by maintaining the neighborhood
values we all share. This increase must be achieved
in a manner that is responsible and fair to both the
citizens of Upper Arlington and the business commu-
nity. Many steps need to be taken to guarantee the
citizens of Upper Arlington that their community will
grow while we hold on to the strong friendly atmos-
phere that is Upper Arlington.

What are the top three pressing issues that City

. Council should address?

The most pressing issue is increasing our commer-
cial tax base to allow our city to run at its optimal

" level. This can only be done by looking at redevel-

opment. Every redevelopment issue must be looked
at separately. We must balance the pros and cons
of each scenario so we can make the best decision
for the city of Upper Arlington. Also, we must make
sure the city is running on a fiscally sound basis.
Measures need to be taken to ensure the residents
of Upper Arlington that every tax dollar spent has a
true and valuable purpose.

What are your perspectives on business develop-
ment and the City granting incentives to attract
new businesses and/or encourage growth of exist-
ing businesses?

We must keep our eye toward the fiscal strength of
Upper Arlington. Any incentive offered to new or
current businesses must offer the city a financial re-
turn. These incentives must be reviewed separately
while carefully weighing the benefits for the public
and private partnership. While | believe commercial
growth is integral to the growth of Upper Arlington,
we must proceed in a way that is safe for the Upper
Arlington citizens and the well being of the commu-
nity.




